IDS 

A Partial Translation of Korean patent application laid open No:2001-0044743 
Page 4, line 15 to 23 

As shown in the figure, when an arbitrary image including a barcode is acquired by an 
image acquisition unit (10) such as a CCD (charged coupled device) camera, the image 
signal is converted into a digital signal by an A/D converter (20), and the digital signal 
is then applied to an image processing unit (30). In this way, upon application of 
such image signal, the above image processing unit (30) sets a portion where the 
barcode in the acquired image is located to be a region of interest (ST110). 

When such region of interest is set as described above, the image processing unit (30) 
converts an image in the set region of interest into a binary image through a binary 
process in which numeral 0 is allocated when a luminosity value of each of the pixels 
located in the set region is smaller than a threshold and numeral 1 is allocated when it 
is greater than the threshold. The threshold in this process is selected by using a 
histogram in a publicly known manner (ST120). 

When the image in the set region of interest is binarized, the above image processing 
unit (30) removes miscellaneous images present in the region of interest through 
filtering using filters such as an LPF (low pass filter) or a median filter (ST130), and it 
also corrects the skew of the barcode caused during printing (ST 140). Such skew 
correction can be conducted by selectively adopting any of the various algorithms 
publicly known in the field of image recognition. 
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